Study
Read the text twice
Look at the painting
Read the Painting Caption

Questions
FGP

What jumps off the page at you? 						
List the things the text says about Jesus. 				

3s /FB

What does this text tell us about temptation?

3s/ FB

			

The devil comes when Jesus is hungry, away from his friends, and in the desert.
What part do our individual circumstances and day-to-day context play in our
own temptations? 						
FGP/ GPS
How can Jesus’ example help us as we are tempted? 		

FGP/GPS

What changes do we need to make so that we avoid and resist temptation in our
own lives? 								 3s/ FB

Study Key
3s / FB - Groups of 3 with feedback to whole group
FGP - Full Group
GPS - Larger groups of 6 (if desired)

Painting Luke’s Gospel
BIBLE STUDY: LUKE 4
The Project
The Gospel Sketchbook is a three-year
project based in St George’s Tron, Church,
Glasgow, in which Artist in Residence Iain
Campbell is painting 24 canvases from
Luke’s Gospel, one for each chapter.
Key to each painting is reflecting on the
Biblical text and how it might apply to
contemporary Glasgow.

The Study
The following Bible Study considers both
the Biblical text and the painting on which
it is based, encouraging participants to
think about how to apply the Biblical text
to their context. The study is designed to
be used with The Portrait Gospel, a special
edition of Luke’s Gospel that features Our
Last Supper on the cover, the first canvas
painted as part of this project.

Conversations Bible Study
Each of the individual studies uses the
Conversations style. Conversations is a
method of Bible study developed by the
Scottish Bible Society and the Contextual

Bible Study Group. Conversations seeks to
encourage people to actively engage with
the Bible and apply it to life.
The questions are designed to stimulate
conversation within groups where people
may have varying backgrounds and
knowledge of the Bible. You will notice a
similar pattern of questions used throughout the studies. All of the questions are
‘open’ questions which don’t presume an
answer but instead invite people to reflect
personally on the text. The first question
is always, “What jumps off the page at
you?” – an opportunity for people to begin
to share their thoughts on a passage. Then
there are ‘listing’ questions that encourage
a closer reading of the text, ‘theological’
questions that seek to understand the
meaning, and finally ‘contextual’ questions
that begin to apply the text to life.
We hope you find this a refreshing and
stimulating way to study the Bible.
More Bible study resources that utilise the
Conversations method can be found at:
scottishbiblesociety.org/equip

The Temptation
Study 4 • Luke 4:1-13

Text: Luke 4:1-13 Pages 24-25 of The Portrait Gospel
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing
during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.
3 The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.’
⁴ Jesus answered, ‘It is written: “Man shall not live on bread alone.”’
⁵ The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the
kingdoms of the world. ⁶ And he said to him, ‘I will give you all their authority and
splendour; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. ⁷ If you
worship me, it will all be yours.’
⁸ Jesus answered, ‘It is written: “Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.”’
⁹ The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the
temple. ‘If you are the Son of God,’ he said, ‘throw yourself down from here. 1⁰ For
it is written:
‘“He will command his angels concerning you
to guard you carefully;
11 they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”’
12 Jesus answered, ‘It is said: “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”’
13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune
time.

Painting Caption
Setting Jesus’ temptation in the city is difficult, as most of the story takes place in
the desert. However, the very last scene is Jesus being led to the top of the temple
by the devil. St George’s Tron Church of Scotland has a clock tower which Iain and
filmmaker Ross Wiseman climbed to source the images for this painting. Initially
Iain planned just to have an image of Jesus looking out over the city, but the
photographs that he took were too closely cropped in to give a sense of the drama
of the cityscape. A friend of the project’s, Oliver McKee, was behind Iain and
Ross taking video of their progress up the tower, and when the film was reviewed
a still image was found which formed the basis of this painting. The image of a
photographer alongside the figure representing Jesus has caused many people to
reflect on contemporary issues of fame, social media pressure and suicide.

