
The Project
The Gospel Sketchbook is a three-year 
project based in St George’s Tron, Church, 
Glasgow, in which Artist in Residence Iain 
Campbell is painting 24 canvases from 
Luke’s Gospel, one for each chapter. 
Key to each painting is reflecting on the 
Biblical text and how it might apply to 
contemporary Glasgow. 

The Study
The following Bible Study considers both 
the Biblical text and the painting on which 
it is based, encouraging participants to 
think about how to apply the Biblical text 
to their context.  The study is designed to 
be used with The Portrait Gospel, a special 
edition of Luke’s Gospel that features Our 
Last Supper on the cover, the first canvas 
painted as part of this project. 

Conversations Bible Study
Each of the individual studies uses the 
Conversations style. Conversations is a 
method of Bible study developed by the 
Scottish Bible Society and the Contextual 

Bible Study Group. Conversations seeks to 
encourage people to actively engage with 
the Bible and apply it to life. 
The questions are designed to stimulate 
conversation within groups where people 
may have varying backgrounds and 
knowledge of the Bible. You will notice a 
similar pattern of questions used through-
out the studies. All of the questions are 
‘open’ questions which don’t presume an 
answer but instead invite people to reflect 
personally on the text. The first question 
is always, “What jumps off the page at 
you?” – an opportunity for people to begin 
to share their thoughts on a passage. Then 
there are ‘listing’ questions that encourage 
a closer reading of the text, ‘theological’ 
questions that seek to understand the 
meaning, and finally ‘contextual’ questions 
that begin to apply the text to life. 
We hope you find this a refreshing and 
stimulating way to study the Bible. 
More Bible study resources that utilise the 
Conversations method can be found at: 
scottishbiblesociety.org/equip

Painting Luke’s Gospel
BIBLE STUDY: LUKE 19

Study
Read the text twice

Look at the painting

Read the Painting Caption

Questions
What jumps off the page at you? � FGP

List what the text says about Zacchaeus and Jesus. � 3s/ FB

What does the passage tell us about the type of people who are searching 
for Jesus, and who Jesus is searching for?� FGP

What does “salvation” involve in this story?  � 3s/ FB

The painting caption, and the text, speak of those in society who seem like 
“detached observers”, often ignored or resented. How does Jesus in this story 
provide hope for those who feel like this, and bring challenge to us? 	         FGP

How can we overcome our preconceptions about the type of people who 
are searching for Jesus, and who Jesus is searching for? How good is our 
Christian community at providing a hospitable welcome to all?  � 3s/ FB

Study Key
3s / FB - Groups of 3 with feedback to whole group 

FGP - Full Group 

GPS - Larger groups of 6 (if desired)

https://scottishbiblesociety.org/our-work/the-portrait-gospel/
https://scottishbiblesociety.org/equip


Zacchaeus

Study 19 • Luke 19:1-10

Text: Luke 19:1-10 Page 75-76 of The Portrait Gospel

1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who 
Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran 
ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, come 
down immediately. I must stay at your house today.’ 6 So he came down at once and 
welcomed him gladly.

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, ‘He has gone to be the guest of a 
sinner.’

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord! Here and now I give 
half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I 
will pay back four times the amount.’

9 Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, 
is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.’

Painting Caption
When there is a big crowd in Glasgow city centre, people don’t climb trees to get 
a better look at what’s going on… The best vantage point is usually the top of the 
stairs of the Royal Concert Hall, right at the top of Buchanan Street. 

Many of the folk who experience homelessness in Glasgow can often seem like 
detached observers of city life, ignored and one step removed from everyone else. 
This struck a chord for Iain with the Zacchaeus story. Zacchaeus is at arm’s length 
from everyone else around him, excluded in his own way. 


